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Farah Oomerbhoy’s first book allows
her to come out of the shell of glamour she
is perceived to live in
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IT ALL started one day, 10 years
ago, when Farah Oomerbhoy was
staring at French tapestry in her
grandmother's house and won-
dered where it would lead if she
stepped into it. “It was just like the
tapestry in the book — a forest
with a castle in one corner,” says
the 38-year-old who has released
hcr ﬁm book of a planned trilogy
(The Avalonia Chronicles), The
1 u\ of the Firedrakes. “It’s funny
because I had seen that tapestry all
my life. I used to go to her house
almost every day when growing
up, and would pr.ulht' the piano
in front of the tapest

The book has been in writing
for 10 years, but only a year ago,
did Fara
writing in earnest.
around to a few Indian publishers,
but the re was no market
for fant: sh
ays. “So I turned to online pub-
lishing and released a few chapters
on Wattpad.” She gathered a mil-
lion readers out there and then
turned to a qu

Since then, she’s been on the best-
seller’s list at \nwnu and Barnes
and Noble. Wiselnk are the ones
holding her to a deadline and
pushing her to write the second
book ¢ also preached to her
the virtues of social media and her
Instagram feed is filled with pic-
tures of her having a good time

ar:
choice in genres; then comes his-
torical romances. “I just Iiko
escaping into a world \\lun a

sh he
literature graduate uh‘- has a
er’s degree from Mumbai
University in English Literature)
as always written little notes in
Jjournals through the years, poetry,
stories when the thought strikes
her. She escapes to reading every
— currently she'’s n.\xlm), three
books — and turns to writing in
times of grief. The book is dedicat-
ed to her father and like her, her
heroine deals with the grief of los-
ing a parent.
The Last of the Firedrakes has
all the eleme: n(\ofpnpul.n fantasy
— an orphaned princess, magical
powers, an alternate sphere with
seven kingdoms, a young girl with
a destiny to fulfill. They are all ele-
ments of the Narnia Chronicles,
The Far Tree,
Potter Series, Lord of the Rings
and bit of Enid Blyton fun. “These

re all books that I read,” she says.
“On days that the Harry Potter
books were releasing, my driver
would be standing early in line at
Crosswords to get a copy and 1
would finish reading it by evening.
My problem with the Lord of the
Rings series and even Twilight was
that the girls didn’t get to do any-
thing — ride horses, use swords, go
on adventures. There was no one
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to identify with.” So, she made sure
her  protagonist,  Aurora
Darlington was a girl. Besides,
readers on the Internet, she had
her nephew and niece (Roohi
Jaikishen’s kids) to discuss the
chapters with. 12 and 18, th

are closer in age to her target au

ence. “They have already read it a
few times over and keep asking for
the next one,” she says. Her own
children are four, eight and nine,
and the eldest, Rahim, has read
some chapters. “I wanted to write
for the young adult audience,
between the ages of 12 and 16 or
18, she says. “Because at that age,
the harsh realities of life have not
set in and you still believe anything
is possible. Some readers on
Wattpad say that the heroine is
quite silly at times, and doesn't lis-
ten to her elders; but she’s only m

[hat's how we are at that age.
remember making mistakes .md
not doing what I was told..

When the idea for the book
struck her, she first sat down to
make the map of Avalonia and
mark the mountains, rivers, seas,
micro-economies of towns and the
characteristics of the inhabitants.
“I love m.\kmg nmp» and a lot of
research went into that. I couldn’t

e rivers flowing the other way!

he names just came to me, but
some of them do have huldrn
deeper meanings,” she says. After
the last book is out, she uumdu
ing publishing this journal of

The worst is when
people assume I just
lie about in bed or
spend my time at
ladies’ lunches; I run
around three children,
volunteer at their
school, read
voraciously, write
whenever I get time

rch. Though not written for
purpose, the book is a sort of
vindication for someone who is
only celebrated for her soc |l sta-

tus, glamour and looks
daughter to London Pilsner’s /|n|a
Lawyer, and wife to Riyad, the
scion of the illustrious Ahmed
Oomerbhoy family. “It is a bit irri-
tating to be called a socialite or a
fashionista,” she says with a slight
i “I wear what 1 wear, 1

everyone that I am more than thi:

e worst is when people
assume I just lie about in bed or
spend my time at ladies’ lunches; I
run around three children, volun-
teer at their school, n'ad
voraciously, write whenever 1
time and am a bit ofa hunwlmd\ l
don’t really go out much, it’s just
an impression that people have of
me. People are saying, ‘You're
finally coming out! Who knew you
were a writer!" But I have always
written; ever since 1 could” Her
only agenda in the book
message of hope. “Anything is pos-
sible, but first you must have hope.
1 didn’t want to make the book too
dark. In the first book, I set the
characters and the universe. In the
next one, there will be events that
reflect the current global situation.
It may be a fantasy adventure
story, but Aurora is a young girl
with real problems and emotions.

Jitimately, it is a book about

ndship, loyalty, love, family and
duty set in a world where anything
is possible

Ve're sitting in the living room
of her Chowpatty mansion. In the
room, several cosy seating arrange-
ments are in conversation with
ach other. It’s dense with paint-
ings and Objet d'arts. Farah, an
equine beauty, all long lines, looks
like she's about to take flight into
one of her imagined worlds. But
she’s uncomfortable about talking
to a stranger with a lens in her face.
“This is the hardest part of the
book,” she says, “The marketing”




